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NEW OAC BOARD MEMBER

BUDGET CRISIS
IMPACTS OAC, LOCAL
ARTS ORGANIZATIONS
Facing an unprecedented
financial crisis, the Senate 
passed its version of the
2010-2011 budget in early 
June and the news is not
good for Ohio’s arts 
organizations. The biennial
budget as passed by the
Senate would reduce Ohio
Arts Council grants by more 
than 35 percent from the
final FY2009 figures, severely
limiting the ability of the Ohio
Arts Council to foster the
creative industries and 
workforce Ohio needs to 
compete in the global 
economy.

Over the past 18 months,
the OAC has experienced 
severe budget cuts and a
variety of other spending
controls and restrictions that
have affected programming,
services and staffing at all
levels.  Between April 2008

and December 2008, the OAC 
budget was cut by 15 percent 
resulting in significant 
administrative cuts to the 
OAC, including a 22 percent
reduction in arts council staff, 
and grant reductions to 
nearly all OAC program areas. 
The budget as it stands brings 
the OAC appropriation back
down to agency funding
levels of the early 1980’s.

But perhaps the hardest hit 
of all will be the local arts
organizations that rely on 
funding from the OAC for the
development of creativity and
imagination, economic
development and
revitalization, academic
excellence through the arts,
cultural participation and
community cohesion. The
reductions to the OAC budget
and subsequent reductions to
the grant amounts received 

THE ARTS MEAN 
BUSINESS FOR OHIO
AND CONTRIBUTE 
SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE
EDUCATION OF OUR
CHILDREN! 

• For every $1 the OAC
invests into communities, an
additional $52 are generated 
through private, municipal and 
individual funds.

• According to the study
released in April 2009 by
the Bowling Green Center 
for Regional Economic 
Development the creative
industries in Ohio bring in
revenue that contributes to 
the economic competitiveness 
and recovery for the State,
support 231,000 jobs and
generate $1.06 billion in state 
and local tax revenues.

• The arts and arts 
education contribute to the
kind of imaginative thinking,
problem solving, skills and 
innovation that Ohio needs 
to be competitive in the 21st
century global workforce. 
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Governor Ted Strickland has 
announced the appointment of 
Sara Jane DeHoff of Perrysburg 
to the Ohio Arts Council Board. 
She will serve a term ending July
1, 2013, replacing Steven Allen, 
who resigned.

“We are very pleased to 
welcome Ms. DeHoff to the

board of the Ohio Arts Council,” said Julie Henahan, Executive
Director of the Ohio Arts Council. “She brings with her a variety
of experiences working with arts organizations across the 
country and we look forward to the benefits of her experience 
on behalf of the OAC and the citizens of Ohio.” 

Sara Jane DeHoff has served on many boards including the
Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo Symphony, Alliance of Artists
Communities, Providence, R.I., Lake Placid Center for the Arts,
Lake and Lake Placid Institute for the Arts and Humanities Lake
Placid, N.Y., Toledo School for the Arts, Toledo Valentine Theatre,
Arts Commission of Greater Toledo and Ohio Citizens for the
Arts. She has also served on the board of the United Way of 
Greater Toledo, Maumee Valley Country Day School, Black 
Swamp Conservancy and Adirondack Nature Conservancy, Lake 
Placid, N.Y. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Northern Iowa
University and a law degree from John Marshall Law School.
DeHoff has worked as a social worker; a law clerk, lawyer and
real estate representative for McDonalds Corporation and as 
chairman of the board at Calphalon Corporation.

by these arts organizations 
have already caused, on the 
local level, significant cuts to 
programming for the neediest
of Ohio’s citizens, hiring 
freezes and lay-offs, use of 
endowment funds for current 
needs, up to and including 
the shuttering of doors in
communities all around Ohio.

The Ohio Arts Council is a
modest investment for the
state – less than 1/25th of –
one percent of the state’s
budget – yet this investment 
results in returns in civic 
benefits that are widespread
and significant – job retention
and creation, economic
development, improved 

educational outcomes for 
young people, stabilized
downtowns, preservation of 
the state’s arts infrastructure, 
and support for 
disadvantaged and
underserved populations. We 
in state government are faced 
with difficult decisions and 
competing priorities, but
together we have the
potential to turn the fortunes 
of Ohio toward prosperity. As 
we face, and solve, the
problems that confront us, let 
us continue to recognize the 
importance and necessity of 
the arts in actions we take 
today for the good of the
people of Ohio tomorrow.
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RIFFE GALLERY PRESENTS: HERE AND BEYOND: OHIO ART LEAGUE’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION • JULY 30  OCTOBER 25, 2009

t for the Arts:
tinues its stro

with the Ohio
Department of Education (ODE). 
Along with the Ohio Alliance for 
Arts Education (OAAE), the OAC 
and ODE have worked together
on every major policy issue
related to arts education since 
the early 1970s. 

• Since 2007, the OAC has
arded grants through the

merican Masterpieces: Three 
enturies of Artistic Genius 

program, an NEA initiative 
esigned to acquaint Americans 

with the “best of their cultural 
and artistic legacy.”

In spite of the unprecedented 
economic challenges, the OAC’s
strategic plan’s principal goals 
and most short-term outcomes 
were realized.  The OAC
Strategic Plan 2006-2009 was 
a key element in maintaining 
focus and continuing the critical
work of support for a strong arts 
community in Ohio.

Employing an array of media

including painting, sculpture, 

printmaking, drawing, fabric

and quilt works, installation, 
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Cleveland, curated the 

show.

Artists in the show

include: Sandra Aska, 

Columbus; Carol Boram-

Hays, Columbus; Denise

Buckley, Richmond 

Heights; Mary Fahy,

Columbus; Sarah E.

Fairchild, Columbus; 

Matthew Friday, Athens;

Curtis M. Goldstein, Columbus; 

Nicholas Hill, Granville; Morris

Jackson, Columbus; Ardine 

Nelson, Columbus; Brent 

Payne, Oxford; Stephanie

Sypsa, Columbus; Alicia Je

relli, Columbus; Barbara 

l, Columbus; Melissa Vogley-

ods, Columbus; and Tom 

ard, Columbus. 

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe 

Gallery will hold a Family Day 

Workshop Sunday, September 

, 2009 from 2 – 4 p.m. HERE 

nd Beyond artist Sarah Ed

Fairchild will help children age 6 

– 17 work with common objects 

such as weeds and flowers, 

and make them come to life 

through use of fluorescent color.  

Registration is required as space

is limited and all children must 

be accompanied by a registered

adult.  Registration begins July 30

and ends August 15, 2009 online 

at www.riffegallery.org.

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe 

Gallery is located in the Vern Riffe 

Center for Government and the 

Arts, 77 S. High St., Columbus,

OH. Admission is free. Gallery

hours are Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 4 

p.m., Wednesday through Friday,

10 a.m. - 8 p.m., Saturday, noon

- 8 p.m. and Sunday, noon-4

p.m. Closed Mondays, Friday,

July 3 and Saturday, July 4, 2009.

Visit www.riffegallery.org or 

phone 614/644-9624 for more

information.

Field Corn, Sarah E. Fairchild, 2008, fl uorescent,
metallic acrylic paint on paper, 45” x 60”


