
LAWSON 
ANNOUNCES 
RETIREMENT
It has been my honor and privi-
lege to work for the Ohio Arts
Council for 30 years, 27 of those
years as Executive Director. After
careful consideration, I have
decided that it is time to step
aside and watch the OAC contin-
ue to flourish under the guid-
ance of new leadership. I have
announced my retirement effec-
tive March 1, 2006.

I have been privileged to
work with a dedicated board, an
extremely intelligent and talented
staff and with some of the best
arts administrators and artists in
the state, region and country.
Every day has been an adven-
ture and the executive director-
ship of the OAC has been the
best job anyone could have.

The Ohio Arts Council Board
has measures in place to assure
the continued smooth operation
of the agency while a successor
is selected. (con’t page 3)
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The Ohio Arts Council joins
hundreds of artists and arts
organizations in celebrating 40
years of serving communities
throughout Ohio during October
in conjunction with National
Arts and Humanities Month.  

Since 1993, events during
National Arts & Humanities
Month have encouraged mil-
lions of Americans to renew 
or begin a lifelong habit of
active participation in the arts
and humanities. The OAC will
carry this message to the peo-
ple of Ohio through activities
that honor the efforts of artists,
historians and cultural groups.

The OAC’s 40th Anniversary
celebrations will kick off with a
Council Board meeting on the
stage of the Palace Theatre in
Columbus. A current and alum-
ni Council Board reception is

CELEBRATE 40 YEARS WITH THE 
OAC DURING NATIONAL ARTS &
HUMANITIES MONTH

also being planned along with
other activities.

Take this opportunity to 
plan or include already sched-
uled events for October as part
of your month-long celebration.
Use the OAC’s 40th Anniver-
sary and National Arts &
Humanities logos to help pro-
mote these events and login 
to enter your October events 
on www.ohioeventfinder.com 
for special promotion on
ArtsinOhio.com.

National Arts and
Humanities Month is coordinat-
ed by Americans for the Arts.
For more information visit the
Ohio Arts Council online at
www.oac.state.oh.us or the
National Assembly of State Arts
Agencies at www.nasaa-arts.
org/nasaanews/nahm_ 05.shtml.
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LeadershipSpotlight

Representative 
Steve Driehaus
Democrat

OFFICE  State Representative, 
31st District

YEARS IN OFFICE  Four

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Elections and Ethics, Insurance,

Public Utilities and Energy, Ways

and Means

PERSONAL  Born 1966, Married, 
3 children

HOMETOWN  Cincinnati

EDUCATION  M.P.A., Indiana
University; B.A., Miami University

RECENT HONORS  Eli Lilly
Fellowship, School of Public and
Environmental Affairs, Indiana
University; Cincinnati Business
Courier 40 under 40 Award 

ARTS & CULTURAL SUPPORT 

Cincinnati Play House in the Park,

Covedale Center for the

Performing Arts

FAVORITE ARTS PASTIME  
Live theater, storytelling 
with children

LAST GOOD BOOK READ

“Where the Sidewalk Ends” by

Shel Silverstein

OAPN HOLDS CONFERENCE IN NEWARK
The 18th Annual Ohio Arts Presenters Network (OAPN) Fall
Showcase Conference takes place in Newark October 24-26, 2005
at the historic, beautifully restored Midland Theatre and The Place
Off the Square.

The OAPN Conference is an affordable marketplace for arts
and entertainment booking and a forum for networking and profes-
sional development. This conference is held for people and organi-
zations that book performing artists, schedule entertainment, offer
performances or represent performing artists. The conference
presents an opportunity for performing artists to showcase work,
exhibit promotional materials, meet key arts presenters responsible
for booking venues and scheduling arts in education activities
throughout Ohio, and participate in sessions and roundtable dis-
cussions on a broad array of topics.

Formed in 1960, OAPN provides a forum for developing busi-
ness relationships, partnerships and cooperative ventures among
presenters, performing artists, arts service organizations and artist
management agencies doing business in Ohio and beyond. For
more information, contact OAPN at 614/299-0221, e-mail
info@oapn.org or visit www.oapn.org.

SEND US A WINNER!
The Ohio Arts Council is now accepting nominations for the 2006
Governor’s Awards for the Arts in Ohio. The annual awards are
given to Ohio individuals and organizations in recognition of out-
standing contributions to the arts statewide, regionally and nation-
ally. Deadline for nominations is Friday, October 14, 2005. 
Submit your nominations and support letters online at
www.oac.state.oh.us/events/govawards/default.asp. A complete
explanation of the nomination process is available on the Web site.
Nominations will be accepted only online.

Awards are given for Arts Administration, Arts in Education,
Arts Patron, Business Support of the Arts, Community
Development and Participation and Individual Artist. 

The Governor’s Awards ceremony will be held in conjunction
with Arts Day March 29, 2006, beginning at 3:30 p.m. in the
Capitol Theatre in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the
Arts in Columbus. The event is free and open to the public. The
Governor’s Awards for the Arts are presented by Ohio Arts Council
and Ohio Citizens for the Arts Foundation. 

Visit www.ohiocitizensforthearts.org or call 614/221-4064 for
more information on Arts Day 2006.

For more information about the Governor’s Award nomination
process contact Jodie Engle at 614/466-2613 or e-mail
jodie.engle@oac.state.oh.us. 



BREAKING WITH TRADITION: OHIO 
WOMEN PAINTERS, 1870–1950
November 3, 2005–January 8, 2006
Curated by Christine Fowler Shearer, Director of Massillon Museum

Breaking With Tradition: Ohio Women Painters, 1870–1950 illus-
trates the significance of women artists who influenced the art
realm from the years following the American Civil War through the
era immediately after World War II. The exhibition highlights 15
artists, including Elizabeth Nourse and Alice Schille, whose work is
experiencing a resurgence in popularity and offers a unique per-
spective on the role of women in the arts. Primarily comprised of
watercolor and oil paintings, the exhibition encompasses the pro-
gression of styles from academic to modern.

OAC Panel Meeting

OCTOBER 19–20
• Arts Access

TREASURES FOR 
THE TREE
In 1999, First Lady Hope Taft
started a project called
Treasures for the Tree. The
project showcases the works of
current Ohio artists and crafts-
people by decorating the
Governor’s Residence official
holiday tree with a maximum of
50 juried ornaments.

All Ohio artists and crafts-
people are encouraged to sub-
mit one original holiday orna-
ment for the juried selection.

Entries will be juried in five
regional areas in October 2005
and will be accepted October
1-15. Selected ornaments will
be added to the Governor’s
Residence official permanent
holiday decoration collection.
Official winners will be notified
with a letter from Mrs. Taft in
early November and invited to
attend a reception at the
Governor’s Residence to cele-
brate Ohio’s artists.

The Ohio Arts Council sup-
ports the efforts of Treasures
for the Tree by awarding $200
to the artist of the ornament
judged to be the best in each
region. For more information,
visit www.hopetaft.org.

Clara Deike, Self-Portrait with Orange Hat, (detail), c. 1925, Oil on canvas, 23" x 17.5"

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE E-NEWSLETTER
In July, the Ohio Arts Council introduced the first electronic issue
of ArtsOhio. It is extremely important that you provide the Ohio
Arts Council with a current e-mail address for you and your col-
leagues so that you continue to receive important information
about the arts in Ohio. To be sure that your e-mail address is 
current or to sign up to receive ArtsOhio by e-mail, visit the OAC
Web site at www.oac.state.oh.us/AboutOAC/OACMail/signup.asp. 

Printed versions of ArtsOhio will continue to be available
through June 2006, when the newsletter will go completely 
electronic. For more information contact Jami Goldstein at
614/466-2613 or jami.goldstein@oac.state.oh.us.

ON VIEW AT THE RIFFE GALLERY

LAWSON (CON’T)
A committee of Council mem-
bers has been appointed to con-
duct a national search for my
replacement.

Best regards,
Wayne P. Lawson
Executive Director
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