Introduction and Welcome

"Leaders must encourage their organization to dance to forms of music yet to be heard."
Warren G. Bennis, Distinguished Professor of Business Administration, University of Southern California, founding chairman, USC Leadership Institute.
Our world was transformed because of what happened on 9/11, and the reality of our fragile global community was brought home with amazing force. More people are participating in decisions that directly affect their daily lives.  They feel a sense of ownership for the environment and their government. Nations are becoming less insular and more responsive to their global neighbors’ concerns.  Leaders look beyond the immediate horizon to recognize the impact of their decisions. Empowerment is the key to sustaining us all.

The arts give policy-makers the tools to address a wide range of civic concerns in creative and cost-effective ways.  We know that a small investment in the arts can help strengthen the economy of a community by promoting tourism, revitalizing commercial districts and attracting businesses to expand local job opportunities. Research demonstrates the arts’ role in improving student learning, in building a strong workforce, in developing creative industries, and in offering positive alternatives for troubled youth. Terry Semel, Past Chairman and Co-CEO, Warner Bros. and Warner Music Group said “Art is central to a civil society. Kids who create don’t destroy.”  And he’s right! The arts are really the only way to create a more knowledgeable public and new generations of leaders who will drive this creative industry, nonprofit and for-profit alike.

It is my hope that during today’s seminar we can all gain a better understanding of the way things work in our respective state and country; and work toward a vision of a brighter future.  


Wayne P. Lawson
Ohio Arts Council International Program

The Ohio Arts Council’s International Program, recognized as a leader in cultural arts

exchanges among U.S. state arts agencies, works with national corporations, Ohio’s colleges and universities, and philanthropic and arts organizations. The Program encourages Ohio artists, arts educators, arts administrators and arts organizations to form partnerships with arts professionals abroad. Through the International Program, the OAC provides grants to help develop exemplary international arts projects and innovative partnerships that increase Ohioans’ access to international arts activities.

In 1998 Ohio Arts Council representatives signed a memorandum of intent of cultural cooperation between the Ministry of Education, Republic of Chile and the state of Ohio.  Since that time there have been numerous cultural exchanges, including artist and arts education residencies, and the presentation of the international touring exhibition Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East at the Biblioteca Nacional in Santiago. 

Chile/Ohio: Innovative Partnerships in the Arts is a symposium designed to provide participants hands-on experiences and practical knowledge in order to help expand the possibilities for international cultural exchanges between Ohio and Chile.  The symposium includes bilingual reading materials and will be presented with English/Spanish translation.  The 2002 symposium builds on the success of the Ohio Arts Council’s 1999 Arts Administration Symposium, which included participants from around the world, and the 2000 Barnett Symposium, Going Global: Negotiating the Maze of Cultural Interactions. 

