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OHIO ARTS COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 26, 2009 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Saxbe at 12:30 p.m. in the library at the 
Canton Museum of Art, Canton.  Council members in attendance were:  Vice-Chair 
Sheila Markley Black, Secretary Jeff Rich, Karen Bell, Martha Appel Burton, Louisa 
Celebrezze, Sharon Howard, Tom Schorgl, Neal Zimmers and Speaker of the House 
Armond Budish.  Absent:  Steven Allen, Barbara Gould, Charlotte Kessler, Mary 
Lazarus, Charles McWeeny, Barbara Robinson, Ginger Warner and Representative Josh 
Mandel.  Also present were: Donna Collins, executive director, Ohio Citizens for the Arts 
(OCA); Bill Blair, legislative counsel, OCA; Tom Birch, legislative counsel, National 
Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA); Todd Nist, assistant attorney general, 
Attorney General’s Office; Nancy Pistone, fine arts consultant, Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE); Chris Glassburn, legislative aide, Speaker of the House; Amy Budish; 
and Jessica Durham. Staff members in attendance were:  Julie Henahan, Mary Campbell-
Zopf, Karine Aswad, Katherine Eckstrand, Ken Emerick, Dia Foley, Jami Goldstein, 
Mary Gray, Jeff Hooper and Carolyn McClaskey.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chair Susan Saxbe welcomed everyone to the OAC winter Board meeting with special 
recognition for new Board member, Speaker of the House Armond Budish.  Ms. Saxbe 
welcomed Mr. Budish and his wife Amy and shared how honored the agency was that he 
had selected this Board position.   
 
Mr. Budish commended the Board and staff members for all they do for the arts in Ohio.  
He added that his time will limit his ability to be involved and that his wife will be 
contributing to the OAC Board on his behalf, when he is unable to attend meetings. 
 
Ms. Saxbe thanked Board member Sheila Markley Black and OCA Legislative Counsel 
Bill Blair for hosting events for the Board and staff members while they were in Canton.   
 
Ms. Saxbe thanked the OAC staff for their hard work during these challenging economic 
times.  The agency has had three budget reductions since July, and because of layoffs, the 
staff has been working even harder than before.  With all of this, they have never lost 
sight of the agency’s mission to support and advance the arts in Ohio.   
 
There has been a great deal of activity since the Board’s last meeting in September 
reported Ms. Saxbe.  She and Executive Director Julie Henahan met with John Haseley, 
Governor Strickland’s chief of staff, on December 16, 2008.  It was a positive meeting 
that lasted for approximately 40 minutes, longer than they expected. Ms. Saxbe 
emphasized that the meeting’s purpose was to demonstrate how the OAC can be a part of 
the state’s solution in addressing economic and educational issues.  She added that Mr. 
Haseley was impressed with the agency’s work and informed the team that recently 
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Governor Strickland took him aside and shared how much he values the arts and the work 
of the OAC.   
 
Ms. Saxbe noted that she recently had the opportunity to speak with Governor Strickland 
at a small dinner.  She believes that with all the problems he is facing, he does understand 
the importance of the arts.  Ms. Saxbe was able to give the governor an article from 
Newsweek about the potency of the arts in our national life.  She also gave him a copy of 
the letter she submitted to the editor at The Columbus Dispatch about the value of the arts 
and arts education in restoring the state to prosperity.   
 
Ms. Saxbe reminded the Board that the Governor’s Awards for the Arts in Ohio and Arts 
Day Luncheon is scheduled for April 1, 2009 and encouraged them to attend.   
 
Ms. Saxbe thanked the Legislative Committee and other Board members for their work 
since the last Board meeting.  The committee met once and conducted two conference 
calls.  She encouraged all members to begin to meet with their legislators as soon as 
possible and write letters to their local papers about the benefits of the arts.  She then 
shared an article from The New York Times about the federal stimulus money going to the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).   
 
Ms. Saxbe opened the Board meeting with a reminder that our meetings are open to the 
public.  She added that all meetings are audio taped so that citizens can request a copy of 
those tapes to learn more about the OAC’s work and the meeting’s deliberations.  To 
promote greater “transparency” in the agency’s work, we also post the Board meeting’s 
agenda on our Web site under the tab “About OAC.”  After the meeting, we will add the 
minutes from the full Board meeting to the site and send a copy of those minutes to the 
Governor’s Office.   
 
Ms. Saxbe reviewed that the main order of business today is to consider and approve 
recommendations for the Individual Excellence Awards.  The Board will also review the 
revised OAC budget for FY2009 and the governor’s Executive Budget for FY2010/2011.  
Members will hear reports from the Education, Policy and Planning, Finance, 
Nominating, Legislative and Executive Committees.  Additionally, Tom Birch, 
legislative counsel, NASAA, will review the findings from the advocacy survey that 
OAC and OCA Board members and staff completed a few months ago, and to discuss the 
ways in which boards of state arts agencies make the case for public funding of the arts.  
Mr. Blair will brief us on his recent activities.  The Board will also receive an update on 
Arts Day and other activities from Donna Collins, executive director, OCA.  Riffe 
Gallery Director Mary Gray will present an overview of the Riffe Gallery’s purpose and 
recent activities.  Finally, the Board will ratify grants that have been awarded since the 
Board’s September 25, 2008 meeting.   
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Ms. Henahan expressed sincere thanks to Ms. Black and Mr. Blair for hosting a dinner 
for OAC staff.   She noted that OAC staff and Board members paid for their own food on 
this trip.  The staff made sure that they were in full compliance of the Governor’s 
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Executive Order #2007 – 01S, Establishing New Ethics Requirements, and the State of 
Ohio ethics rules in planning this meeting. The OAC Board does not often travel outside 
of Columbus to hold meetings; this is the first time a meeting has been held outside of 
Columbus for two and a half years.  Board member Jeff Rich added it was a wonderful 
idea and helps constituents learn more about the agency and its work.  He added that it is 
easier for the Board to promote the importance of the arts if we have the opportunity to 
travel to different communities and meet with our constituents. Ms. Henahan thanked 
M.J. Albacete, director, Canton Museum of Art, for allowing the OAC to use its facilities 
to host the meetings and for taking the Board and staff members on a tour of the Kimono 
As Art: The Landscapes of Itchiku Kubota exhibition.  She then welcomed Todd Nist, 
assistant attorney general, Attorney General’s Office, and Nancy Pistone, fine arts 
consultant, Ohio Department of Education (ODE).    
 
Budget Update 
Ms. Henahan only spoke briefly about the budget because committee chairs would be 
reporting in greater detail about budget issues during their committee reports.  She noted 
that the OAC budget has now been cut by $3,644,387.  Since April 2008, the OAC has 
sustained a cumulative reduction of 14.6 percent to its budget.   
 
Ms. Henahan stated that the OAC has instituted several austerity measures in response to 
the budget reductions during the biennium: 

 Through lay-offs and attrition the OAC has reduced its staff by 21 percent during 
this last year. 

 Reduced 1) travel, 2) frequency of attendance at conferences and workshops, and 
3) grant categories and review panel sizes for various programs. 

 Spread critical projects over two fiscal years to contain costs. 
 Streamlined operations by using electronic forms of communications, 

publications and grant applications.  
 
Legislative Visits 
Ms. Henahan reported that she has met with 11 of the new House and Senate officials 
with 13 more visits scheduled between now and the end of April.  The meetings have 
been very positive. She and Stephanie Dawson, legislative affairs assistant, also met with 
Representative Ted Celeste, chair, House Subcommittee of Higher Education and his 
staff, in preparation for the agency’s budget testimony.  It was a great opportunity to 
familiarize the representative on the OAC and its work. 
 
Testimony before House Subcommittee on Higher Education 
Ms. Henahan informed the members that the OAC is working on the agency’s testimony 
to be presented before the House Subcommittee on Higher Education.  The testimony 
will demonstrate the ways in which support of the arts is a sound investment of state 
dollars that in turn contributes to the state’s innovation environment; protects Ohio’s 
distinct artistic and cultural assets; helps Ohio’s young people develop their imaginations 
and creativity in all academic and career pursuits; and, most importantly, in this time of 
economic crisis, expands the state’s economic arsenal, achieving a broad range of direct 
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and indirect economic goals.  Ms. Henahan will share a copy of this testimony with the 
Board as soon as it is final.   
 
Federal Stimulus Funds – The Arts and the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 
Ms. Henahan reported that, after a hard fought battle, funding for the arts was included in 
the stimulus legislation that was sent to President Obama.  As a result, the NEA will 
receive $50 million of the federal stimulus funding.  Of that, $20 million is targeted for 
state arts agencies.  The NEA is still developing its funding guidelines for this stimulus 
money.  Ms. Henahan added that the funding priorities will focus solely on job 
preservation in the nonprofit arts sector: salaries, fringe benefits and contract personnel 
including artists.  The NEA hopes to post its grant guidelines in early to mid-March.   
 
Ms. Henahan noted that once the NEA grant guidelines are published, we will develop 
our process for re-granting this funding to the field.  Once we have our process in place 
we will notify the field.  There will also be direct grants from the NEA available for 
organizations to apply for, but we don’t yet have the details on how or when those funds 
will be distributed.   
 
NEA Partnership Agreement Application Review 
Ms. Henahan stated that the OAC’s NEA Partnership Agreement Grant application was 
reviewed on January 29, 2009 and received a superlative review from the NEA grant 
review panel.  The OAC submitted its application to the NEA for the next three years of 
funding on October 3, 2008.  This was a major effort led by Deputy Director Mary 
Campbell-Zopf and assisted by several staff members (Karine Aswad, Stephanie 
Dawson, Katherine Eckstrand, Jami Goldstein, Jeff Hooper, Dan Katona, Carolyn 
McClaskey and Kathy Signorino).  A summary of the review was sent to the Board 
members via an e-update in February.  Ms. Henahan added that while the funding we 
receive from the NEA is a small percentage of our overall budget, it is significant in its 
impact on the field as well as in enabling us to meet our administrative obligations, 
including payroll.   
 
Ohio Department of Education 
Ms. Henahan reported that staff is preparing a letter to Deborah Delisle, the new state 
superintendent of public instruction to introduce the OAC and review the many arts 
education accomplishments of the OAC, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (OAAE) and 
ODE over the last 30 years.  She added that we look forward to the further development 
of our relationship with ODE and the new superintendent, and we will be setting up an 
introductory meeting with her in the near future.    
 
Listening Tours 
Ms. Henahan shared that the staff continues to prepare for the next round of Listening 
Tours scheduled for this summer.  We began the tours last fall as a prelude to the next 
OAC strategic planning process.  The meetings were held in Archbold, Chillicothe, 
Coshocton, East Liverpool, Marietta, Toledo and Youngstown.  The upcoming summer 
tours will be held in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Mansfield, Kent and 
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Wapakoneta.  Staff is gathering information from citizens on what they value, what their 
aspirations are for their communities, and to discuss the role of the arts and creativity in 
their lives and communities.  Ms. Henahan encouraged the Board members to attend 
some of these Listening Tours.   
 
Staff Resignation 
Jodie Engle, OAC special events coordinator, resigned effective January 2, 2009.  Ms. 
Henahan shared that Ms. Engle played a significant role in the planning, preparation and 
implementation of the many meetings, events and conferences that the OAC holds each 
year.  Ms. Henahan thanked the remaining Public Information Office staff for assuming 
many of Ms. Engle’s duties and responsibilities.   
 
Staff Retirement 
Kevin Cary, director, Office of Grants Administration and Constituent Services 
(OGACS), retired on February 1, 2009.  Ms. Henahan shared that Mr. Cary has been with 
the OAC for just under 30 years and was able to take advantage of an early retirement 
incentive opportunity.  Mr. Cary’s tenure with the OAC began in the grants office; from 
there he moved to the position of program coordinator for the performing arts, and later 
returned to the grants office in his final years with the agency.  Ms. Henahan expressed 
her thanks to Mr. Cary for his long years of service.  
 
New Responsibilities 
Dia Foley, assistant director, OGACS, has been promoted to the position of director.  Her 
main responsibilities will include directing grants office processes, policies and 
procedures; managing subsidy budget accounting; overseeing preparation of panel 
meeting materials; and assisting in the development and implementation of the OAC 
Guidelines.  Ms. Foley has been with the OAC since 1994 and her many years of 
experience in the grants office will be of great benefit to the agency.   
 
Other Congratulations 
Ms. Henahan congratulated Board member Ginger Warner and Mr. Blair on their recent 
recognition by OAAE as 2009 Virtuoso Award winners.   
 
2009 Summer Board Meeting 
The summer OAC Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 29, 2009 and will be 
held at the OAC offices in Columbus.   
 
OHIO CITIZENS FOR THE ARTS REPORT 
Mr. Blair noted that the OCA board adopted its position on the OAC FY2010/2011 
budget during the board’s December meeting.  They will request that the state budget be 
set at the original appropriation level of FY2008/2009, which is approximately $25 
million.  He added that over the course of the last decade, the OAC has lost 40 percent of 
its budget, and that during the same decade the budget of the State of Ohio has increased 
by 38.3 percent.  Mr. Blair added that other agencies and programs, like primary and 
secondary education, which we are so much a part of have had budget increases of more 
than 33 percent.  Governor Strickland understands the importance of the arts, and 
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advocates must let him and the legislature know that the arts are not the problem; we are 
part of the solution to help restore Ohio to prosperity.  OCA will testify on behalf of the 
OAC budget and offer evidence on what the arts mean to the state’s economy; and what 
the arts mean to the education of the children of Ohio and throughout this country.  They 
will give solid evidence of how the arts contribute to economic development.  For only 
$7 million of the $54 billion state budget appropriation we do so much for the many 
institutions that factor into what makes Ohio a great place to live.  Mr. Blair noted that 
we are indebted to the speaker of the house for appointing himself to the OAC Board; it 
is a signal of how highly he regards the arts in this state.  Mr. Blair noted that we have an 
obligation to give all the legislative leaders support and information they need to 
advocate for the state’s arts budget.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Martha Burton, to accept the minutes of the OAC 
Board meeting, Finance, Panel Selection, Policy and Planning, Awards, Legislative and 
Executive committee meetings held on September 25, 2008.  Motion carried without 
dissent. 
 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Sharon Howard, to accept the minutes of the OAC 
Awards Committee meeting held on November 17, 2008.  Motion carried without 
dissent. 
 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Martha Burton, to accept the minutes of the OAC 
Legislative Committee meetings held on November 2, 2008, December 16, 2008 and 
January 21, 2009.  Motion carried without dissent. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Education Committee 
Committee Chair Sharon Howard explained that the Education Committee of the OAC 
Board has been in place for many years.  In the past, the committee met regularly but has 
not met since early 2007.  She reported that the Education Committee needs to be: 
knowledgeable about the programs, services and resources of the Office of Arts 
Learning; well-versed on arts education research and policies; prepared to participate in 
arts education advocacy; and engaged in the agency’s strategic planning for arts 
education.  With Governor Strickland’s education reforms, this is the time to get our 
message out to the field as it relates to arts education.  Ms. Howard noted that the 
committee was briefed on the overview of past state-level arts education projects and the 
history of collaboration between the OAC, ODE and OAAE.  These partnerships have 
been incredibly fruitful and brought Ohio much recognition as a national leader for arts 
education.  Often Ohio’s reputation has helped increase public funding for arts education 
from federal sources.  The members also heard an update on the Committee of Arts and 
Innovative Thinking (CAIT) a statewide arts advisory committee organized to promote 
and advance the arts in the lives of all Ohio students through strategic actions, 
communications and policy recommendations.  
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Ms. Howard encouraged Education Committee members to share with the Board and 
OAC staff information about what is happening related to arts education in their 
communities.   
 
Ms. Howard informed the members that the Lincoln Center in New York is celebrating 
their 50th anniversary by conducting “imagination conversations” across the country in 50 
states.  The conversations will begin in the fall of 2009 and conclude in 2011.  Ohio has 
been selected to be one of the 11 states to lead-off as the project begins.   
 
The Education Committee will schedule a day-long retreat in the fall.  All Board 
members will be invited to attend this retreat.   
 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Tom Schorgl, to accept the Education Committee 
report.   
 
Amy Budish inquired whether there is a role for arts education in improving our schools, 
in light of the longer school days that the governor recently proposed.  Ms. Howard stated 
that all school districts are going through changes and that the OAC has many resources 
to offer them. Deputy Director Mary Campbell-Zopf noted that the OAC Arts Partnership 
grant program encourages applicants to forge strong collaborative relationships with 
schools and other arts organizations across the state to complement and extend what is 
going on in schools.  OAAE has carefully analyzed Governor Strickland’s education plan 
and is pin-pointing opportunities and ways in which the OAC and others working in the 
arts can help with the implementation of his plan.   
 
Motion carried without dissent.   
 
Policy and Planning Committee 
Acting Committee Chair Martha Burton reported that AMS Planning & Research 
Corporation has been awarded a contract for the development of a research design for the 
second State of the Art Report (SOAR II).  AMS Planning & Research Corporation is an 
established and respected research firm with a world-wide reputation.  A profile of AMS 
was included in the Council Book.  Ms. Burton also reported that the OAC staff will 
conclude their work on the OAC Strategic Plan 2006-2009.  The staff has made great 
progress and accomplished a great deal for the citizens of Ohio.  Recently, the agency 
was recognized by the NEA for having one of the best plans in the country among state 
arts agencies.  The staff is just beginning the planning process for the OAC Strategic Plan 
2010-2013.   
 
Ms. Burton reviewed that the Wexner Center for the Arts has asked for inclusion in the 
Sustainability (over $1.5 million) program.  Historically, the OAC has not allowed 
departments, programs and other affiliates of a state-funded university or college to apply 
to this category based in the following policy statement in Guidelines 2010-2011, under 
the Sustainability program description: 
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Additional Eligibility Information  

Sustainability applicants fall into two categories, those with budgets over $1.5 million 
and those with budgets under $1.5 million. Regardless of budget size, the following 
types of organizations are not eligible for the Sustainability (over $1.5 million) 
category, but may apply to the Sustainability (under $1.5 million) category:  

 Organizations whose primary thrust is the awarding of academic 
credit, such as colleges, universities and other degree-granting 
institutions (including departments, divisions, centers and other sub-
entities of institutions of higher education). 

The OAC Guidelines also prohibit applications to the Sustainability (over $1.5 million) 
grant category by organizations that receive operating support from the legislature 
through a line item in the state’s budget during the same fiscal year in which the 
legislative operating support is available.  However, the agency does allow departments, 
programs and other affiliates of a university or college to apply to the Sustainability 
(under $1.5 million) category for their annual arts programming and to the Arts 
Innovation category for special projects.   
 
Ms. Burton reported that the Policy and Planning Committee would like to recommend to 
the full Board to maintain the current policy as it is written in the OAC Guidelines 2010-
2011.   
 
The Policy and Planning Committee also would like the OAC Board to consider 
increasing the eligibility level threshold.  Staff will look at what it would mean to the 
current slate of applicants in the Sustainability (over $1.5 million) category if the 
threshold was increased to $1.75 and $2 million.   
 
Ms. Henahan reminded Board members of the long-standing OAC policy to distribute 50 
percent of our subsidy (grant) budget to the Sustainability (over $1.5 million) program.  
The OAC staff will research the implications of an increase to the entry-level budget size 
as well as the background on this policy.  This is a complex issue because there are a lot 
of organizations that will be impacted by any kind of change in policy or formula funding 
in the two Sustainability programs.  Ms. Henahan noted that the current environment 
does call for a serious look at how we are funding organizations, the formula that is used 
and how that funding is distributed.    
 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Tom Schorgl, to accept the Policy and Planning 
Committee report.  Motion carried without dissent. 
 
Finance Committee 
Committee Chair Tom Schorgl stated that in December the governor issued another 
Executive Order to reduce FY2009 expenditures by 5.75 percent.  This amount was taken 
from the agency’s maintenance and subsidy (grant) lines in the OAC budget.  In January, 
the agency received a preliminary recommendation for its FY2010/2011 budget from the 
Office of Budget and Management (OBM). In response to that recommendation, the 
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agency submitted a formal appeal, which was approved, requesting a realignment of 
distribution between the operating expenses and the program subsidies appropriation line 
items. The OBM appeal letter emphasized that the OAC had already undergone a 
significant staff reduction and at the amount of funding they were showing for our 
operating expenses, a layoff of at least four people, and possibly up to six would have 
been necessary.   
 
Mr. Schorgl noted that the Executive Budget recommendation for the next biennium is 
$18.8 million.  He reminded Board members that when they consider this lower budget 
figure, we need to see it in relation to the monetary value it represents, especially, when 
comparing it to past biennia.  The OAC would need to add $26 million to the current $18 
million to have the same monetary value of $18 million in FY1990/1991.   
 
Mr. Schorgl added that the committee heard an update from Fiscal Office Director 
Carolyn McClaskey on the Management Letter findings from the state auditor for the 
period of July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2008, which was completed by the Auditor of the 
State’s representative in May 2008.  Ms. McClaskey noted that there were no material 
findings listed in the letter but there were several recommendations that needed to be 
addressed.   
 
Ms. McClaskey distributed and discussed the report’s recommendations and the OAC’s 
response to them. 
 

1. Segregation of duties and written in-house processes should be used in addition to 
using the state’s step-by-step procedure manual: 

a. Depositing checks to the State Treasury: The first person to handle money 
will be asked to initial an adding machine tape as the checks/cash are 
submitted to the Fiscal Office; then, after the money is deposited, the 
employee will initial the actual deposit slip, confirming that it is correct.  
This process will eliminate any questions about the proper amount of 
money being deposited to the State Treasury.  An in-house policy has been 
written and implemented.   

b. Ledger reconciliation process:  The Fiscal Office assistant and director 
will continue to review each other’s paperwork, and will now initial the 
work reviewed.  An in-house policy has been written and implemented.   

2. Timely deposits must be made to the State Treasury: This has been written into 
the deposit policy. 

3. Ledger reconciliations were not completed in FY2008: Ohio Administrative 
Knowledge System (OAKS) information and reports were not correct or 
obtainable.  As a result, the OAC only reconciled using an in-house system.  The 
problem should not occur in the future because OAKS reporting capacity is being 
enhanced and agencies will have a wider rage reporting tools at their disposal.  A 
report committee has been established with representation from a wide variety of 
agencies.   

4. Sub-recipient monitoring is recommended: An OAC mini-audit process is in the 
final stages of development.  
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Ms. McClaskey informed the members that she will visit eight different organizations 
that received funding from the OAC during FY2008, two in each region of the state, to 
conduct a review of their financial records. Ms. McClaskey will send the organizations a 
confirmation letter that the review is scheduled along with a mini-audit questionnaire. 
She asked the members to review the draft forms and send her feedback within the next 
week.  Ms. McClaskey will visit those organizations by April 29, 2009 and will produce a 
summary report for the June 29, 2009 Finance Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Schorgl discussed the four lists, which were distributed to the members, showing the 
impact that the FY2009 budget cuts have had on counties across the state.  The lists were 
sorted by alphabetical order; percentage different – high to low; highest aggregate grant 
amount to lowest; and highest grant total award to lowest.  Ms. Henahan noted that this 
information will be posted on the OAC Web site.  
 
MOTION by Martha Burton, seconded by Jeff Rich, to accept the Finance Committee 
report.  
 
Board member Karen Bell inquired if the OAC is able to seek other kinds of revenue, or 
if the OAC can adopt a more entrepreneurial model?  Mr. Schorgl noted that the OAC 
receives funding from the federal and state government.  As a government agency we are 
allowed to seek funds from private sources but we don’t want to put ourselves in 
competition with our constituents.  Ms. Henahan added that the OAC has been able to 
garner some special project funding in the past. We have received additional federal 
funding from the U.S. State Department and the U.S. Department of Education. Mr. 
Schorgl expressed his concern that once we start looking for private funding we get on a 
slippery slope that may lead to legislators thinking we do not need public support. This 
could lead to a private/private partnership instead of a public/private partnership. With a 
private/private partnership, all of Ohio counties might not get funded.  Ms. Henahan 
agreed with his assertion and added that we have to be very careful because there can be 
the misperception that if a state agency is getting some funding from private sources then 
it can raise all of its budget from private sources which is not feasible for the OAC.  
 
 Motion carried without dissent. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Ms. Black distributed and reviewed the member composition of the following committees 
for 2009/2010: Awards, Education, Finance, International, Legislative, and Policy and 
Planning.  The committee recommended that Martha Burton and Charlotte Kessler serve 
on the Awards Committee.  They also recommended that Steven Allen, Karen Bell and 
Sharon Howard join the Education Committee with Ms. Howard serving as chair of that 
committee.  The members appointed Charles McWeeny to the Finance Committee and 
Karen Bell, Louisa Celebrezze and Charles McWeeny to the International Committee.  
The committee appointed Steven Allen, Louisa Celebrezze and Tom Schorgl to the 
Legislative Committee with Ms. Celebrezze serving as chair of that committee.  Finally, 
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Louisa Celebrezze and Charlotte Kessler were added to the Policy and Planning 
Committee with Ms. Kessler serving as chair of that committee.   
 
MOTION by Sheila Markley Black, seconded by Jeff Rich, to accept the committee 
appointments as recommended by the Nominating Committee.  Motion carried without 
dissent.  
 
Legislative Committee 
Committee chair Louisa Celebrezze thanked the OAC staff for keeping the Legislative 
Committee members up-to-date on the budget and advocacy developments.  She stated 
that the committee has had three additional meetings since the September 2008 OAC 
Board meeting, one at the OAC offices and two via conference calls.  Ms. Celebrezze 
stated that the OAC and OCA Board and staff members attended a professional 
development session with Kelly Barsdate, chief program and planning office, NASAA, 
that the OAC held on December 8, 2008.  The session was informative and valuable with 
topics that included: current environmental scan, “anchor advocacy arguments,” how the 
OAC budget is determined, key advocacy messages, delivering our message and next 
steps for the committee and agency.   
 
Ms. Celebrezze encouraged the committee members to accompany Ms. Henahan on any 
legislative visits that she will make during the next couple of months.     
 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Karen Bell, to accept the Legislative Committee 
report.  Motion carried without dissent. 
 
Executive Committee 
Ms. Saxbe reported that the committee was briefed on the state’s budget situation, which 
continues to worsen, and reviewed the most up-to-date budget for FY2009.  Governor 
Strickland’s Executive Budget was introduced on February 2.  Ms. Henahan walked the 
committee through the proposed budget and highlighted the implications for the agency 
and the field overall.  The committee also reviewed the key recommendations for the 
OAC from the State Auditor and how those have been implemented or will be resolved.   
 
Ms. Saxbe stated that the agency has created a wide-range of instructive advocacy 
materials to help constituents make the case for the arts and public funding for the arts.  
These resources have their own page on the OAC Web site and include The Arts - Part of 
the Solution stories, research-based communication tools for community development 
and arts education, OAC Budget Talking Points, Constituent Economic Impact Survey 
findings, Ms. Saxbe’s letter to The Columbus Dispatch, and more.  This is a terrific 
resource for our constituents and for the OAC Board. 
 
The committee considered key concepts from Ms. Barsdate’s session on advocacy and 
strategic messaging.  Ms. Saxbe stated that each member must be prepared to describe 
how an investment in the arts is sound public policy for Ohio.  The session’s summary is 
a good reference for the members as we fine-tune the messages we will present to the 
legislature.   
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Members reviewed the agency’s priority work through June 2009 and a sampling of 
constituent letters.  Ms. Saxbe encouraged the Board to look at the priority work in the 
Council Book; this is a very busy time for the agency in addition to all the FY2010/2011 
budget-related activity.   
 
Finally, the committee discussed the agency’s recent research associated with the Wexner 
Center’s request to change an agency policy that would allow university departments of a 
certain size to apply to the Sustainability (over $1.5 million) category.  At this time, the 
Executive Committee is recommending that the OAC Board maintain its current policy 
stance in the OAC Guidelines associated with the Sustainability (under and over $1.5 
million) programs.   
 
MOTION by Tom Schorgl, seconded by Jeff Rich, to accept the Executive Committee 
report.  Motion carried without dissent. 
 
PRESENTATION 
Tom Birch, legislative counsel, NASAA, informed the members that in 2005 NASAA 
partnered with the National Council of State Legislators (NCSL) to conduct focus groups 
with state legislators and legislative staff in different parts of the country.  The research 
was a part of an ongoing collaboration between NASAA and NCSL designed to explore 
how the arts and culture can help states achieve their most pressing public policy goals.  
Focus groups were chosen as a method for gaining insight into the attitudes and needs of 
legislators and legislative staffers and encouraging discussion around the role of states in 
supporting the arts.   
 
The results showed that: 
 
Legislators would like the arts community to: 

 Present a united front. 
 Engage influential community leaders. 
 Target key legislators. 
 Engage lobbying expertise. 
 Enlist celebrities. 

 
Legislators would like us to: 

 Know that advocacy is a year-round activity. 
 Show that we have a broad base of support. 
 Demonstrate that we have effective programs and that what we do is beneficial 

and has a positive impact on local communities and the state overall. 
 
While the arts are not a top policy priority for legislators, we can still get on their public 
policy agenda by: 

 Emphasizing the impact the arts have on economic development. 
 Emphasizing the role the arts play in a well-rounded education. 
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Mr. Birch noted that legislators value national data but it is the local and state data that 
really has an impact on their decision-making.   
 
Mr. Birch then presented the results from the NASAA advocacy survey that OAC and 
OCA Board and staff members completed in November of 2008.  The survey was 
conducted to determine where the members see themselves in terms of advocacy 
practices and activities.  The results presented a picture of strong advocacy activities in 
Ohio.   
 
The advocacy checklist showed the OAC has strengths in: 

 The relationships that the OAC Board and staff have with legislative members. 
 Policy briefings that the agency conducts for the Board to keep them up-to-date 

on what is important to the agency. 
 Successful advocacy day – Governor’s Awards for the Arts in Ohio and Arts Day 

Luncheon. 
 A strong statewide advocacy organization with influential advocates. 
 Grantees’ involvement in advocacy (even though greater involvement is needed). 

  
The advocacy checklist showed that the OAC has weaknesses in: 

 Limited advocacy attention on grantees’ boards:  Mr. Birch noted that it is 
important for us to engage our constituents’ boards in advocacy. This is the best 
way to ensure a relationship with every legislator across the state.  Every board 
should have an advocacy committee, and advocacy should be on the agenda of 
every meeting.  Mr. Birch stated that the chairman of the North Carolina Arts 
Council dedicated herself to presenting about arts advocacy during grantees’ 
board meetings.  The chairman reinforces that board members have a role and 
responsibility in advocating for public funding for the arts and the work of the 
state arts agency. Ms. Saxbe and Ms. Howard suggested that OAC Board 
members consider visits to some grantee’s board meetings to talk about advocacy.  
(The Public Information Office would be happy to help Board members prepare 
for those visits.) 

 
 Underdeveloped policy connections: Mr. Birch noted that the arts community 

figured out a few months ago that in order to get into the federal stimulus package 
they needed to talk about jobs.  It was easy to point out that if an arts organization 
closes its doors, jobs are lost and a community is negatively impacted.  Mr. Birch 
noted that healthcare is a policy issue that is important now and in which the arts 
play a major role.  Fantastic research has come out of George Washington 
University demonstrating that over a number of years, seniors who were involved 
in the arts required fewer doctor appointments, less dependency on 
pharmaceutical drugs, have fewer falls, experience less depression, etc.  
Healthcare is another policy issue that we can begin to speak to.  Ms. Celebrezze 
noted that the arts are used as a prevention method not only for seniors but for all 
generations.  Ms. Campbell-Zopf will forward the research that was conducted by 
George Washington University to Board members.  Mr. Birch encouraged Board 
members to continue to pursue these policy connections.   
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 Getting grantees more involved:  Mr. Birch noted that the OAC needs to work 

with grantees on getting their audiences more aware of and involved in what the 
state is funding.  It is not enough to have a logo on a brochure listing the OAC as 
a sponsor.  Mr. Birch added that grantees should start forwarding OAC and OCA 
advocacy alerts to their members encouraging them to advocate for the arts.  We 
need to inform citizens that their voice matters and that the local story makes a 
difference to legislators.    

 
Mr. Birch concluded by summarizing the importance of engaging grantees in advocacy, 
including their board members and audiences.  He added that it is important for the arts 
and the OAC to make connections with the policies on legislators’ agendas.  The arts 
connect to many of their priorities; we have research on education, economic 
development and healthcare.  Mr. Birch encouraged the staff and Board members to look 
for ways in which they could expand upon existing relationships with legislators.  
Finally, it is important to impress on constituents the importance of coming to Columbus 
on Arts Advocacy Day and that advocacy is not a one-day proposition; it is a year-round 
activity.  Citizens and constituents need to engage their legislators back home in their 
districts through invitations to their performances, exhibitions and outreach programs.            
 
OCA – ARTS DAY UPDATE 
 
2009 Governor’s Awards for the Arts and Arts Day 
Donna Collins, executive director, OCA, reported that the Arts Day Committee has been 
working to full capacity in preparation for the 2009 Governor’s Awards for the Arts in 
Ohio and Arts Day Luncheon.  She thanked the OAC Public Information Office staff for 
all they have done to make this event a success.  She added that there are 12 high schools 
participating as student advocates this year: Eastwood High School, Pemberville; Botkins 
High School, Botkins; West High School, Columbus; Wickliffe High School, Wickliffe; 
Dalton High School, Dalton; Waynedale High School, Apple Creek; Ashland High 
School, Ashland; Central Crossing High School, Grove City; Toledo School for the Arts, 
Toledo; Four County Career Center, Archbold; Zane Trace High School, Chillicothe; and 
Hilliard Davidson High School, Hillard.  A member of the House and Senate will meet 
with students at their high schools prior to Arts Day.   
 
Ms. Collins added that members of the Ohio House and Senate have been invited to the 
luncheon and many will attend.  OCA members and staff will make personal contacts 
with every House and Senate member in the weeks prior to the event to share the names 
of their constituents attending the luncheon, and to let them know that they will be seated 
with them.   
 
Ms. Collins noted that table sponsorships for the luncheon are still available.  Ms. Collins 
thanked the OAC Board members who have already secured their table sponsorships.  
The per table cost is $1,000 and includes 10 seats and name recognition in the program.   
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) 
Ms. Collins reported that on January 29 and February 10, OCA sent action alerts about 
ARRA urging arts funding through the NEA ($50 million) and elimination of the Coburn 
Amendment that called for no arts funding in any part of the bill.  OCA received 1,200 
responses within four days of sending the action alerts.  On February 5, members of 
OAAE, VSA arts of Ohio, and OCA visited the offices of all 20 congressional members 
in Washington, D.C. to share the message about arts education funding through the U.S. 
Department of Education, NEA and ARRA.   
 
National Arts Day 
Ms. Collins stated that National Arts Day is scheduled for March 31, 2009 in 
Washington, D.C.  Due to the scheduling of state and national arts days, Ms. Collins will 
not be able to attend the national event.  The national event will be represented by a 
group of other Ohioans; currently, there are 12 students and one professor from The Ohio 
State University registered along with four individuals.   
 
Federal Budget 
Ms. Collins reported that we are awaiting the President’s proposed budget and will keep 
the Board members informed about arts and arts education funding within that bill.  She 
added that arts advocates can make their voices heard by writing to their members of 
Congress through OCA’s E-Advocacy Center (www.ohiocitizensforthearts.org).   
 
OCA Board of Trustees’ Meeting 
The OCA Trustees will meet on April 1, 2009 at 2 p.m. at the Columbus Athenaeum.  
Ms. Collins encouraged OAC Board members to attend that meeting.   
 
Ohio’s Arts: A Foundation of Innovation, Creativity and Economic Strength 
Ms. Collins informed the Board that the Center for Regional Development at Bowling 
Greet State University recently conducted a survey to identify and measure the annual 
economic impact generated by the “creative industries” in Ohio.  The study found that 
each year creative industries: 

 Contribute more than $25 billion to Ohio’s economy  
 Support 231,200 jobs in Ohio’s economy  
 Generate $1.06 billion in state and local tax revenues  
 Generate $1.78 billion in federal tax revenues  
 Are present in urban, rural and suburban areas 

 
GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 
Ken Emerick, director, Office of Individual Artist Grant Programs and Services (IAGPS), 
led the Board members through the FY2009 Individual Excellence Award 
recommendations awarded during the December 8-9 and December 15-16, 2008 panel 
meetings.  Mr. Emerick thanked Kathy Signorino, IA program coordinator, for 
facilitating the implementation of the panel meetings.  Ms. Signorino continues to find 
ways to update and streamline the application process for artists.   
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MOTION by Tom Schorgl, seconded by Sheila Markley Black, that we, the Ohio Arts 
Council Board, approve the Individual Excellence Award panel staff recommendations 
and authorize Executive Director Julie S. Henahan, to make such adjustments and 
alterations as are found necessary to accomplish the approved grants because of funding 
limitations or unforeseen factors directly effecting the subject of the grants, such 
adjustments and alterations not to constitute any change in the purpose of the grant nor 
the maximum amount that Council has granted.  Further, be it resolved, that in cases of 
great hardship or difficulty, where completion of the artistic endeavor is otherwise 
impossible, an advance partial payment of not more than fifty percent (50%) of the total 
grant may be awarded upon such terms as the Council may deem proper.  Motion 
carried without dissent. 
 
RATIFICATIONS 
MOTION by Jeff Rich, seconded by Sheila Markley Black, to ratify grants awarded in 
Capacity Building, Special – Organizations, Arts Access, Artists with Disabilities Access, 
International Partnership and Ohio Heritage Fellowship Award.  Motion carried without 
dissent. 
 
STAFF PRESENTATIONS 
Ms. Gray presented a PowerPoint on various Riffe Gallery exhibitions and activities.  Ms. 
Gray noted that the Riffe Gallery was established in 1989 to showcase the work of Ohio 
artists, curators and exhibitions developed by museums and galleries across the state as 
well as those produced by the OAC.  The gallery, which is located on the first floor of the 
Vern Riffe Center for the Government and the Arts in downtown Columbus, is a vivid 
reminder to state employees and all citizens of the importance of the arts and culture in 
the life and governance of the state.  Ms. Gray added that the gallery, along with the 
OAC, faced some unexpected challenges during the last couple of years, including 
staffing reductions.  PIO has graciously stepped in to assist the gallery with many of its 
marketing and public relations duties after the layoff of the Riffe Gallery marketing 
specialist in June 2008.   
 
Ms. Gray reported that the gallery has developed many new and diverse partnerships with 
Ohio organizations.  Reaching out and sharing resources with other organizations, and 
not just arts-based organizations, remains a priority for the gallery.  
 
The OAC produced the Riffe Gallery’s first exhibitions of work by Chilean and Cuban 
artists to complement the agency’s involvement in those countries.  In partnership with 
Arts Midwest, the Columbus Museum of Art and several local donors, the gallery 
produced Aminah Robinson’s first international exhibition at the National Museum in 
Santiago, Chile.   
 
Through the gallery, Ohio’s citizens and visitors learn the importance of the arts – not 
only through exhibitions, but also through our programs, special events and education 
opportunities.   
 
Ms. Gray walked the members through the following past exhibitions: 
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 Cuba Oriente: Contemporary Painting from Eastern Cuba 
 Educators/Educated: Jewelry & Metals in Ohio 
 Design for the American Stage: Treasures from The Ohio State University’s 

Lawrence and Lee Theatre Research Institute 
 Land of Latitudes: Contemporary Art From Chile 
 The Somali Diaspora 
 Made In Ohio: An Exhibition of the Ohio Art League 
 Breaking With Tradition: Ohio Women Painters, 1870 – 1950 
 Quilt National ’05 
 Dreams and Hopes 
 Altered States 
 Growing Pains 
 Growing Season: The Life of a Migrant Community 
 Fashion on the Ohio Frontier: 1790-1840 
 Far Near Here: Selections from the Collection of the Columbus Museum of Art 
 Give and Take: Education and the Quiltmaker 
 Celebration of Creativity: OAC Fellowships 1980-2005 
 New Horizons: Rewards of Time and Space 
 Connections II: Ohio Artists Abroad 
 From the Earth: Modern Art from Traditional Hispanic Papermaking Roots 
 Kleibacker: New York Designer to Ohio Curator 
 Midwestern Visions of Impressionism: 1890-1930 
 The Ohio Watercolor Society: 31st Annual Juried Exhibition 2008 
 Visual Dialogues 

 
Ms. Gray informed the members that Ohio Government Telecommunications has created 
a new Web site for the Riffe Gallery, Spotlight: Riffe Gallery, which allows visitors to 
search exhibitions going back to 2002.  The resource includes images with descriptions, 
video clips and press releases of each exhibition.  This Web site is in addition to all of the 
exhibition video documentation and PSA work that Ohio Government 
Telecommunications has provided for the past seven years.  
 
OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 
There was no old or new business to discuss.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION by Tom Schorgl, seconded by Jeff Rich, to adjourn the Ohio Arts Council 
Board meeting.  Motion carried without dissent. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  

 


